


WELCOME TO THE INAUGURAL
ISSUE OF SOLOMON!
We are a group of  young professionals who realized the importance 
of reclaiming multiculturalism within Greece, and beyond its borders 
as well. We decided to create Solomon in an effort to help the integra-
tion of socially marginalized people through various acts; the first 
one being this very magazine. We may not have years of editorial or 
publishing experience, but we are passionate about bringing people of 
varied backgrounds together, to learn from one another and under-
stand that there are more things uniting us than separating us.

Solomon is not an initiative that has been created by locals in order 
to support immigrants and refugees alone. It’s an idea of working to-
gether as a team for the benefit of our society. Because at the end of 
the day, integration is an issue that affects not only one communi-
ty, but society as a whole.

Well, our little elephant begins his long journey with this first issue, 
the magazine you have before you. It gives locals, immigrants and ref-
ugees the opportunity to express themselves and talk about the things 
that affect them regardless of their mother tongue, the country of 
their origin, the color of their skin or the reasons for their relocation.

In this inaugural issue you’ll read brief interviews with people who 
talk about the challenges of social integration in Greece, along with 
the personal views of our editors. This is just a prelude of what is yet 
to come in our even bigger second issue, so stay put!

On behalf of the team at Solomon, we are excited to have you aboard 
and hope you enjoy your journey with us. We look forward to your 
comments and thoughtful suggestions for the enrichment of our pur-
pose!

Rosa

Editor in Chief
r.vassilatu@solomon.gr



WHAT IS THE FRAMEWORK FOR
INTEGRATION IN GREECE?
“When there is a lack of proper decisions, when exclusion and discrimi-
nation exist – this is when immigrants become disillusioned and don’t 
plan on making Greece their place of permanent residence, but choose 
another country instead.” Yonous Mohammadi, president of the Greek 
Forum of Refugees and member of the Afghan community talks to us 
about the integration of immigrants and refugees in Greece.

“In Greece there is no framework for integration, and this hinders the 
refugees from adapting to their new daily routines. Thus, immigrants 
and refugees who have managed, to a certain degree, to assimilate into 
Greek society, do not remain within it,” Mr. Mohammadi explains. The 
situation is made even more difficult by bureaucracy, in regards to is-
sues of legality for refugees, combined with racist attitudes they are 
facing when dealing with civil service agencies.
Unfortunately, the media creates propaganda by portraying foreign-
ers as criminal elements. These issues all may seemingly contribute 
to criminal activity, but that does not mean that only foreigners are 
criminals. Any person who finds himself in the position, of being an 
illegal immigrant only because his paperwork has been delayed and is 
sitting on the shelves of some civil service agency, resulting in his not 
being able to work – this person may become vulnerable to participat-
ing in unlawful activities.
Mr. Mohammadi affirms, “And then there’s social exclusion and mar-
ginalization – which lead immigrants and refugees to feeling isolated. 
There is little opportunity for cultural exchanges, resulting in the loss 
of finding the common ground which brings people closer.”

Fortunately, during the past year, Greeks have begun to reject these 
ideas. I discern an increase in the interactions between immigrants 
and refugees with local Greeks. Something that, in my opinion, has 
come about because of the financial crisis – it has brought Greeks clos-
er to the needs of newcomers and they now understand that there is 
nothing that sets us apart, that makes us so different from them. We 
are all basically the same, and the only thing that differentiates us is 
our language barriers and the distinction between the way our com-
munities function.

Nadir

Editor & Photographer
nadir@solomon.gr



NO BARRIERS FOR THOSE WHO DARE
It’s one thing being a tourist in Greece and another to come prepared to stay “forev-
er”. The first shock I experienced in my new reality was the change in language. I was 
no longer a foreigner, but a stranger. The Greek language became something like the 
Enigma code that constantly needed deciphering. I became a stranger, an outsider; the 
boundaries of language are ruthless. I was living in a world divided into “the Greeks” 
and “the others”. I was getting paranoid, even the puppies on the street could under-
stand Greek, while I --a University graduate-- was terrified to say “thank you” because 
my Slavic accent would never come close to that chic Athenian one. Language is the 
first step on the path of social integration for each immigrant (or foreigner, stranger, 
alien, whatever you prefer).

I first heard of MC Yinka about two years after I came to Greece. He was introduced to 
me by a beloved friend -- meeting interesting people in your “new life” by the way, is 
another prerequisite for the integration we were talking about. Yinka is more than a 
great artist. Being a second generation immigrant of Athenian-Nigerian origin, he is 
an example for us all. There are no barriers for those who dare to follow their dreams. 
Yinka, with his powerful lyrics, speaks on behalf of all migrants. When I was told that 
I would talk with him about the issue of social inclusion, I got really excited. He was 
one of the first people who helped me become part of this society.



“Quick integration,” Yinka believes, “comes from having access to the 
labor market. Things were different in Greece once, easier. The first 
immigrants came specifically to work. Greece needed unskilled work-
ers back then and was able to easily accommodate them. In the ‘90s, 
there was a friendlier mood towards foreigners in Greece.“

“Today, things have changed,” Yinka thinks. “The uncontrolled flow 
of people,” or the new global immigration surge I would say, “scare the 
conservative society. The deep economic crisis Greece is facing, does 
not help in creating the conditions for integration. A magazine like 
Solomon is a step forward”, he adds. “Not only are immigrants given 
the chance to speak about their problems for themselves, but also to 
show that they are different from what most people have in mind.”

The world is changing. Technological progress is faster than the hu-
man progress. Intolerance is defeated by the stable income, growth 
by tradition, intelligence by fear. Even when living in this reality, we 
have to find stability mechanisms. In general, a government policy on 
immigrant integration is necessary. The immigrant can and should be 
part of the government’s and of society’s human resources.

However, our effective integration also depends on us, i.e. the immi-
grants themselves. Aren’t you the one who chose this difficult path, 
even though you had very little to choose from? Remember that you 
came to someone else’s house. Learn the language and the laws. Stop 
crying. You have to be prepared for the worst but also for the best. A 
decent human with passion and zest for life will always find a way 
to build their future, no matter where they find themselves. But you 
can’t make it unless you do your utmost!

Nonna

Editor
nonna@solomon.gr



WHEN THE DREAM IS TO LIVE LIKE
EVERYONE ELSE
L., a refugee from Somalia, came to Greece three years ago and works 
at a café in downtown Athens. He’s smart, and at the age of 30, he has 
already achieved a lot. I met with him to find out how he managed to 
find work, and how people behave towards him.

“I found my job through the internet, after many efforts,” L. explained, 
“I called and set up an interview, and when I met with them, everything 
went well. A few days afterwards, I started the job. My employers are nice 
guys and we have a good relationship.”

What advice do you have to other young people who are looking for 
work?
“Don’t get weary. Continue to look everywhere for a job, don’t give up.”

How do you see your future?
“I’m thinking of starting my own small business, a café or a place to eat.”

In crisis-stricken Greece, do you believe that this dream can become a 
reality?
“I am optimistic and believe that if someone tries, he can make his dreams 
a reality. What concerns me is the bureaucracy which makes it difficult to 
reach your goals.”

Do you have any other concerns?
“I would like to be treated differently by a certain fraction of the people – 
those who are troubled by my dissimilarity, and I would also like to have 
the same opportunities in the job market as everyone else.”

For refugees and immigrants, integration is a daily struggle. Learning 
the language, building relationships with new friends, earning a liv-
ing – whether working for someone like our friend L., or working on 
their own – they simply want to live their lives like everyone else.

Hassan

Editor
hassan@solomon.gr



IT’S NOT JUST A POLICY
After talking with Nadina Christopoulou, anthropologist and 
co-founder of Melissa (Network of Migrant Women in Greece), I gained 
a greater understanding about the issues of policy and integration.

People were always moving from one place to another, trying to find 
a better life. Greece in fact, being situated at the crossroads between 
Asia, Europe and the Arab world, has a complex history of convoluted 
migration and diaspora patterns. There is no Greek household without 
such a story inside the family chest: grandparents from Smyrna or Is-
tanbul, the aunt from Chicago, the uncle in Germany or the cousins in 
Australia. Stories of farewells and reunions, memories and nostalgia, 
difficulties, adjustments and new beginnings, strength and resilience. 
Before thinking about the face of migration as we experience it today, 
we should first look at our own family histories.

Integration itself is not something that can happen through policy 
alone. Beyond that, it is a process that concerns each and every one of 
us, and requires our active engagement, constant efforts, persistence 
and determination. Ultimately, it is a question that confronts all of us 
day after day, about the kind of society we want to live in: do we want 
to live in our isolated cells, or do we want our common geography 
to be an open beehive of communication and exchange? Policy is im-
portant, of course, because it sets the context and protects those most 
vulnerable. But the answers to the challenges of integration lie within 
civil society and involvement at the grassroots level.

Anna

Editor
anna@solomon.gr






